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which will certainly be "brought about, this entente is seen to
have all the gravity, all the bearing and importance of a
treaty, although as an agreement it docs not come under the
clause in the United States Constitution which makes treaties
binding with any nation only when they have received the
stamp and seal of the Senate. Like the Anglo-French
entente, it may, however, be all the more useful on that
account.

This agreement should for ever put an end to the talk
of a great warlike struggle for the mastery of the Pacific, if
the countries concerned arc governed by wise statesmen.
Some writers have tried to prove that Japan was a disturber
of the peace of the world and outside the pale of civilisation.
Her national policy reveals no giounds for such suggestions.
Her people have shown that they have as strong a sense of
duty as any other people in the world. Her Government
has loyally kept its engagements. The treaties and agree-
ments which Japan has made with Great Britain, France,
Russia, and the United States have shown that Japan has
not only become a member of the circle of civilised Great
Powers, but has joined in the effort of the Great Powers to
constitute themselves into a community associated for the
maintenance of right and law, and, if possible, also of peace
based upon right and law, In fact, in recent years Tokyo
has almost become the centre of international politics. The
scries of treaties to which reference has been made constitutes
Japan a most valuable, indeed an indispensable, link in the
chain of government which now encircles the whole earth,
and they are certain not only to have very important direct
results, but, as we shall sec later on, they have indirectly
affected Asiatic, American, and European policy to a very
considerable extent

Count Komura, the Japanese Minister for Foreign
Affairs, has announced in the Japanese Parliament that
Japan proposes next year to notify the Powers of the ter-
mination of all existing commercial treaties, giving one
year's notice, and to negotiate new treaties which would not